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AMERICAN HISTORY
Mrs. Tschida



Credit:  1

Prerequisites:  None

Course Description:

To study the relevance of American History in relation to our world today.  To learn major historical events and understand the impact of those events on multiple perspectives.  To use critical thinking skills.

General Topics

Areas of Emphasis



Instruction/Assessment

Industrialization, 

Industrial, Medical, Societal Advances,

Immigration, 

personal histories,




Ethnicity Research;

Imperialism

Teddy Roosevelt, Spanish American War


Quiz, Test

WWI


Causes, Events, Results




Mapping, Test

1920’s


Prohibition, Women, Black Renaissance, Society

Discussions, Presentations

Great Depression

Hoover, Society, FDR, New Deal



Photo Essay; Test

WWII


Rise of Hitler, War, Holocaust, Results


Project; Test

Postwar U.S.

UN, Nuremberg Trials, Growth of Soviet Union, 1950’s
Trial; Research; Test




Society, Korean War


Cold War

McCarthyism, Space Race, New Society, JFK, Civil Rights,
Research; Quiz




Vietnam War

1970’s-current

Politics; Society; Watergate, Iran Hostage Crisis, 

Digital Story; Presentation




Fall of Communism, U.S. as Superpower, September 11
Test


*instruction/assessment subject to change*
Semester & Final Exam:  There will be a semester test at the end of the first semester and a final exam at the end of the year.

Current Events:  We will discuss current events daily.  There will be quizzes on current events periodically throughout the semester. 
Instruction:  notes, hands-on projects, group work, discussions, individual assignments, daily work

Materials:  text, notebook, folder, pen/pencil, headphones
Text: 

Primary: United States History and Geography.  McGraw-Hill, 2013

Secondary: In an effort to increase reading skills and allow students to focus on one specific component in social science, each student will be assigned other readings besides the textbook.   These supplemental readings consist of:
1. FALL SEMESTER: Student Choice of Reading.  This may consist of one book of student choice (non-fiction or historical fiction) OR 5 magazine articles related to current events/issues and/or history.  The specific assignment pertaining to this requirement is attached.

2. SPRING SEMESTER: Required Non-fiction book:  A Mighty Long Way: My Journey to Justice at Little Rock High School by Carlotta Lanier.  

** Please note that effective fall 2013, the textbook and accompanying curriculum will be based online at http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/login.do.   Much of the reading and textbook assignments will be accessed and submitted through this website.  Therefore, students who have Internet access at home will NOT have a hardcopy of the text.  Students who do not regularly have Internet access may check out one of the few hardcopy texts from the teacher.  Teachers ask for student and parent flexibility as we implement this new curriculum. **

Simple Chromebook Rules to follow:

· Take care of the Chromebook which you have been assigned.  You will be responsible for any damage to the Chromebook.  Let Mrs. Tschida know if there is something wrong with the Chromebook when you check it out.

· Stay on task: When Chromebooks are used in class, they are to be used for relevant classroom purposes only.  Students who repeatedly are found to be off task will have the Chromebook taken away and lose points pertaining to the assignment.

· Please be sure to recharge the Chromebooks when done by plugging in the charging cord

· If a student is found to have used the Chromebook for any social networking harassment or bullying, that student will lose privileges to use the Chromebook the remainder of the year, in addition to any disciplinary actions taken by the school.  This is an issue that Mrs. Tschida does NOT take lightly.  
· You are expected to check your school email several times per day; use your school email address for any communication to/from teachers.  Mrs. Tschida is NOT responsible if you missed an email because you failed to check your school email. 

Classroom Expectations:


1.  Respect others and yourself.  No one has the right to interfere with the 
learning of someone else.


2.  Participate.  This class is enhanced through good classroom discussion.  Please 
ask questions and add comments.

3.  Come prepared to class by:



Completing homework assignments





Reading the chapters and extra readings and taking additional notes.



Keeping chapter materials organized.

I will give pop quizzes on the required reading/note-taking!  You must stay organized.

Make-up Policy:  1 day for every day gone

Late Policy:  one day late equals ½ credit 
Extra Credit:  offered periodically
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Grading Scale:  

94-100 = A


93-90 = A-


89-87 = B+


86-84 = B








83-80 = B-


79-77 = C+


76-74 = C


73-70 = C-


69-67 = D+


66-64 = D


63-60 = D-


59      = F
 

Academic Integrity:  It is the expectation that all work done by students is originally & authentically created.  Cheating and plagiarism will at the minimum be issued a zero for the task and may result in further loss of credit within the course.
Discipline Policy:  If behavior becomes an issue, you will be first-warned, second-spoken to privately, third-parents and administration notified. 
Need for Assistance:  Special needs students are to self-advocate by informing the instructor of their disability, necessary accommodations, and case manager name.

Harassment is against the law.

Syllabus Changes:  This syllabus may be subject to change as the course progresses.   Any changes will be announced to students.

